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The History, Present, and Future of
the Kachigawa Ekimae Street Shopping District Promotion Association
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ABSTRACT

The Kachigawa shopping district was established around 1900 and grew significantly with the opening of JR
Kachigawa Station. Recent redevelopment efforts have improved convenience and made the area more
attractive for younger generations. A key initiative for revitalization is the monthly "Kobo Market," which has
received national recognition and was selected as one of the "Top 30 Thriving Shopping Streets" in Japan in
2021. However, the district faces challenges such as an aging population and a lack of younger business owners.
To address this, collaborative efforts with other organizations have been launched, introducing cultural and
engaging events like the Gujo Odori dance festival and beer gardens. Additionally, initiatives such as the
TANEYA Project and the Kachigawa Village Project aim to encourage young entrepreneurs to establish
businesses in the district. These efforts are crucial for ensuring the long-term sustainability of the shopping
street, and greater participation from younger generations is highly encouraged.
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