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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify how dictionary instruction has been positioned in Japanese language
education from the late Meiji period to the Reiwa era, which marks the full-scale transition to digitalization. To
achieve this, we examine the role of dictionary instruction in the successive Courses of Study for elementary
schools, actual practices of dictionary instruction and the underlying instructional perspectives, as well as how
challenges in this area have been perceived over time.

Traditionally, dictionary instruction has focused on enabling students to “quickly and accurately look up
unknown words,” emphasizing the teaching of alphabetical or syllabic order in printed dictionaries. However, there
have also been perspectives that differ from the course of studies in Japan —such as those of Eikichi Kurasawa,
who asserted that “dictionary use is not merely a technical skill” and that “students should learn ways of seeing and
thinking through dictionaries.”

Since 1994, we have been engaged in developing and promoting “Lexplore”, which aligns closely with Kurasawa’s
instructional philosophy. Lexplore represents a vocabulary learning strategy model that gained traction during the
transitional period from analog to digital reference tools.

This paper aims to serve as a reference for rethinking the role of dictionary instruction in the contemporary era

of “digital reference.”

Keywords: Japanese language education, Japanese dictionaries, dictionary instruction, Course of Study, Lexplore



