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A Study on Uesugi Sadamasa’s Suicide

—From the perspective of the Shugo power structure of the Uesugi clan,
the guardians of Echigo—

Hibiki Mstsumura

ABSTRACT

Sadamasa, the eldest son of Fusasada, head of the Uesugi clan, the guardian of Echigo, inherited the
family headship from his father and played a central role in the guardian Uesugi clan’s campaigns in Kanto,
based at Shiroi Castle in Kozuke Province. However, he suddenly committed suicide on March 24, 1488 (the
2nd year of the Chokyo era). The reason for his suicide is not clear, and previous research has suggested
various theories, including a conspiracy by Nagao Yoshikage, the deputy military governor, who was
plotting to support Sadamasa’s half-brother, Fusayoshi, or the assassination of the enemy, the Ogigayatsu
Uesugi clan, but none of these theories have been conclusively proven, and there is still room for further
investigation.

In terms of the power structure of a daimyo, Fusasada in his home province of Echigo and Sadamasa
in Shiroi, Kozuke Province, constituted a two-headed system consisting of the previous and current
heads of the family. In addition to this perspective, if we look at the movements of the vassals and local
lords belonging to the guardian Uesugi clan, we can see that Fusasada intervened politically in the forces
belonging to Sadamasa just before Sadamasa committed suicide. Sadamasa had great political influence
over the vassals and local lords in Echigo, and for Fusasada, there was a risk that this would cause problems
in the political system he had built. Based on this understanding, I pointed out that the root cause of the
suicide was the political conflict between father and son Fusasada and Sadamasa.

Keywords: Sadamasa Uesugi, Fusasada Uesugi, Shiroi Castle, two-headed system
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