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Abstract

This study reports on the practice of an "outdoor classroom" implemented
at Chubu University. The program consisted of four components: exhibition
visits at the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum, hands-on fossil excavation,
geological observations along the Kiso River in Kagamigahara City (Gifu
Prefecture), and fieldwork at the Yoro Fault. Participants were recruited
from across all faculties, creating an interdisciplinary learning environment.
Analysis of questionnaires and free responses revealed that students deepened
their understanding of the dynamic nature of scientific knowledge, the
process of research, the sense of geological time scales, and the concept of
Earth's dynamism including earthquakes. Furthermore, the impressive
exhibits and the excitement of excavation stimulated students' motivation to
learn, while their requests for more free exploration and experiential
activities indicated the promotion of autonomous and inquiry-based learning.
This report highlights the role of experiential learning in liberal arts
education at the university level, and suggests the potential of connecting

natural sciences with broader social issues through outdoor education.
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Outdoor classroom, Experiential learning, Liberal arts education,
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