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Practice Record Analysis in the Childcare Research Movement in the Late
1930s: Focusing on the Research of Young Children’s Quarrels by the
“Hoiku Mondai Kenkyu-kai”
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Abstract

This paper examines the achievements of childcare research in the late 1930s, focusing on the practice studies
of young children’s quarrels conducted by the third subcommittee of the “Hoiku Mondai Kenkyu-kai (Society for
the study of childcare problems)” and following the process by which the wartime childcare research movement
questioned the significance of practical research by introducing the method of analyzing childcare records. The
following three points can be pointed out regarding the historical results. First, quarrels were taken up as one of
the everyday and important issues to be dealt with in “social training”. Second, while learning from the results
of research in child psychology in Europe and the U.S., the member of study group conducted surveys and case
studies on quarrels based on empirical and scientific methods, such as observation and analysis of childcare records,
to explore how to deal with this issue. Third, in order to improve the content of childcare and to socialize and
scientificize childcare, they focused on the childcare records that nursery teachers themselves take as clues for
sharing issues and results related to daily childcare between caregivers, parents, and researchers, as well as among

them.

Keywords: “Hoiku Mondai Kenkyu-kai,” Yasumasa Miki, Mantaro Kido, Quarrel, Practice Record



