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A Case Study on Fostering “Diversity” in English Classes
at a Japanese Elementary School

Mito TAKEUCHI

Abstract

As Japanese society becomes more diverse, the National Curriculum Standards (2017-2018
Revision) emphasize the construction of a system that embraces “diversity” in order to respect
individual differences and draw out the potential of each student. In this case study, I investigated
how this “diversity” philosophy was put into practice in English classes at an elementary school.
The purpose of the study was to understand teachers’ concept of “diversity” by observing English
classes and by interviewing an English teacher and his Filipino Assistant Language Teacher (ALT).
My findings revealed the English teacher played a vital role in opening up the ALT’s cultural
background and characteristics as a native English speaker in class. Moreover, the way the ALT
treated children and communicated with them was also important. Actively interacting with the
children and imparting real-life experiences of different cultures was effective in promoting

“diversity” education.
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