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Hirota Ryutaro’s Buddhist Music:
Concerning Lumbini Chorus and Padma Chorus
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Abstract

The composer Ryutaro Hirota wrote a considerable number of Buddhist music scores, but most remain

unpublished autographs. This is likely because these pieces have not been recognized as legitimate works of art

owing to perceptions of religion. This paper reviews Hirota’s Buddhist music pieces, examining their characteristics

and clarifying their significance in relation to the rest of his oeuvre.

The “Buddhist Music Association” and “Japan Buddhist Children’s Songs Association” were established from the

end of the Taisho period to the second decade of the Showa period when Hirota focused on composing Buddhist

pieces; there was a growing acceptance of Western music in Buddhist circles aiming to create new Buddhist

music. Hirota worked with both associations, conducted the Lumbini Chorus and Padma Chorus, and successively

presented his compositions of new Buddhist music. In particular, his works with the Padma Chorus, following his

studies in Germany, included his most musically rich pieces such as magnificent opera compositions, a departure

from the previous children’s-song style.

Keywaords : Hirota Ryutaro, Lumbini Chorus, Padma Chorus, Buddhist Music Association, Young Buddhist

Association of The University of Tokyo
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