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ABSTRACT

Climbing mountains has been one of the most popular activities in Japan. It does not cost much when compared
to other activities such as golf or scuba diving. Recreational walking is particularly popular with retired people,
easy to start and cheap to continue to pursue. Trials in the mountains have been damaged due to the natural
disasters perhaps exacerbated by the recent climate change, which is predicted to continue in the future.
Repairing trails is expensive and laborious. Most Japanese local governments no longer have surplus budget to
manage such trails. Moreover, those trails which were historically maintained on a voluntary basis, are now
left abandoned as volunteers are largely elderly and not able to continue to repair them. This study investigates
potential methods that may be used to address and solve the issues described in the above. As examples, we
can consider the city of Takayama and Asahikawa. Takayama is a base for the Japanese Northern Alps
mountains area and Asahikawa for the Taisetsu (Daisetsu) mountains area. Both areas have several well-
known peaks and can offer people easy access, including ropeways, to walking trails. Comparative method will
be used for the purpose of the study.
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