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The History and Current State of Cactus Cultivation in Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture
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ABSTRACT

Cactus cultivation in Kasugai, initiated 70 years ago by apple farmers seeking new opportunities, evolved
significantly after the Ise Bay Typhoon in 1959 damaged apple crops, leading to a shift towards cacti. This
marked the foundation of Kasugai's cactus industry, now a regional specialty. Our family business, established
by my grandfather post-typhoon and continued by my father, mother, and now me, has adapted over
generations, focusing on domestic markets and, since 2006, on edible cacti, promoting it as a regional brand.
Despite a decline in the number of farms from over 50 to about six, due to succession issues, our current efforts
aim to foster new farmers and utilize cacti as a means to connect and sustain the community. This initiative,
alongside collaborations like those with Mr. Kawamura, showcases the innovative use of cacti, contributing to
the regional identity and sustainability.
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