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The Tono Region's Ji-Shibai Cultural Resource Documentation Project:

Activities of the liji Gomoza Kabuki Preservation Society in Fiscal Year 2023
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ABSTRACT

In FY2023, this project recorded the process leading up to the resumption of Ji-kabuki performances by the Iiji
Gomoza Kabuki Preservation Society. The Ji-kabuki performance at Gomoza, which had been suspended due
to the spread of coronavirus infection, was held on April 15, 2023 for the first time in five years. In addition to
Gomoza Kabuki members, participants expanded to include the surrounding area for children's kabuki, and
under the guidance of choreographer Danjo Matsumoto, they practiced 15 times before the actual performance.
The Kabuki performances were “Kotobuki-Shiki-Sanbaso”, “Shiranami Gonin Otoko”, and “Imoseyama Onna
Teikun”, and “Nakanoho Mereta Daiko” performed from Nakanoho Town. On the day of the performance, a
temporary parking lot was set up, and a tent with local specialties was set up in front of the theater to welcome
audiences from nearby and far away. At the performance, huge bags of money were thrown in to praise the
performers' enthusiastic performances. Iiji Town has provided elementary and junior high school students with
opportunities to become acquainted with Ji-Kabuki, but in addition to this, expanding the range of participants
not only to Iiji Town but also to surrounding areas is also an important way to pass on the performing arts. It
is considered effective.
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