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ABSTRACT

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of tourist visitors to Ena City, which was 4.09 million in 2018,
dropped to 3.07 million in 2020, seriously affecting the tourism industry. The local Kabuki preservation societies,
the practitioners of one of the most important tourism resources, were no exception, since most of the regular
performance events were canceled or postponed. To relieve this situation, the two historic playhouses utilized
city subsidies to refurbish stage equipment and prepared for post-pandemic events. Gifu Prefecture, also in
anticipation of tourism in the post-COVID-19 era, released a museum website that archives information on
traditional performing arts in the region. In addition, Gifu Prefecture produced a series of Local Kabuki Group
Performances in infection-controlled environment in 2021, sometimes without audience, so that 27 groups of
the local Kabuki preservation society in the prefecture were able to perform onstage. The performances were
filmed and sent to the whole world via YouTube. As a result, the momentum for revitalizing the local Kabuki
tradition has increased, and movements that will lead to the reinvigoration of the region have begun to appear.
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