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Fabricating, Distorting, Pretending:
The Problem of Fictiveness in Literature

Satoshi NISHIMURA

Abstract

Although we would all agree that a literary work like a novel is a fiction, how this is so is a
challenging question, not as simple as it seems. In fact, to say that people, places, events, etc. as
we see them in a literary work are fictive is not enough. This article addresses such a problem,

discussing what constitutes the fictiveness of a literary work.
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