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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to consider the factors involved in facilitating discussion from previous research,
connect those factors with the approaches of schools, and then examine the effects of those approaches. Note that
discussion is limited to discussion in small groups.

The four factors related to discussion found in representative previous research are group organization, subject
matter, discussion methods, and cooperativeness. As a result of our visits to both an elementary and junior high
school that practice the learning community philosophy, we found a variety of approaches to facilitate discussion.
Upon examination of each these schools’ approaches in regard to the above four factors, based on classroom
situations and student comments, it became clear that these approaches bring about positive effects such as

increased motivation, member participation, and quality of learning in group discussions.

KeyWords : the factors involved in facilitating discussion, group organization, subject matter, discussion methods,

cooperativeness, approaches, positive effects



