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The Current Situation Concerning the Acceptance of Children Who Need
Medical Care into Nursery Schools:
—Focusing on the Opinions of Nursery Teacher and Nurses——
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Abstract

In 2021, the Act on Support for Children in Need of Medical Care was passed in Japan. According to this law,
without exception, nursery schools have a responsibility to accept all children including those who need medical
care. However, in Japan, the system of accepting all children into nursery school has not progressed as it should
have. This paper clarifies the current situation with information from questionnaires completed by nursery
teachers and nurses during lectures.

Some cases show that in order to properly enforce the policy, it would be necessary to firstly accurately identify
the needs of each child and then respond accordingly. This paper highlights two issues in the problems which may
arise when admitting children who need medical care. The first deals with the necessity to understand everything
about them, particularly the family situation, including their parents, brothers and sisters. The second discusses
the importance of collaborating with nurses and nursery teachers. It reasons that the best way forward in this
area can be achieved by covering both perspectives-medical and childcare. It concludes that improving this flaw in
the social system, the current non-acceptance of all children into nursery school, will lead to the realization of more

inclusive childcare in the future.



