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Simone Weil, Liberal Arts Educator:
From Respect for Humanities to the Creation of Free Citizens

Junko SUZUKI

Abstract

A famous philosopher and social activist, Simone Weil (1909-1943), was also an excellent
educator. Her education was characterized by three policies: (1) knowing a person and supporting
his or her development; (2) valuing humanities knowledge, including not only specialized
knowledge but also experiential knowledge; and (3) creating free citizens who can think by
themselves. She developed these policies in her unique way under the great influence of the
peasant philosophers Lagneau, Letellier, and Alain. These educational policies can be the

forerunners of liberal arts education in the 21st century that we are currently promoting.
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