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Summary (Local conflicts and international organigations-using
the Cyprus problem as an example)

Conflicts in Cyprus in the Mediterranean Sea, which became
independent from England in 1960, have been the object of world-wide
concern. This conflict began when the majority, Cyprians of Greek
descent who wished union with Greece, collided with the minority,
Cyprians of Turkish descent.

In 1974, a coup d'etat by the former and an aggression by the Turkish
armed forces resulted in the separation of the residence of both
Cyprians. In 1983, the declaration of “Independence” of northern
Cyprus by Turkish Cyprians followed. Since then, a confrontation has
continued between the north and south, in spite of mediations by the
United Nations, the United States and others to reunify the island.

This is a typical example of local, specially ethnic conflicts which have
attracted attention of the world since the end of the Cold War. Self
determination, in other words independence, of the “peoples” of colonies
which is acknowledged as a legitimate right of international law is one
thing. The separation and independence of ethnic minorities in a nation
is another thing, which may originate endless armed conflicts and
dismemberment of nations. This presents a new and difficult question to
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the international society.

The character of the problem itself makes a peaceful solution difficujt
between the parties directly involved. To prevent armed conflicts, or at
least to produce fair solutions, the intervention of the international
organizations, etc. is necessary.

Because of its universality, legitimacy and comprehensiveness, the
intervention by the United Nations is important, especially the
presentation of the fair and proper plan of solutions of the conflicts by
the Security Council.

However, it is clear that generally there exist limits to the

intervention by the UN. This can be under&ood given the financial and
personnel limitations of the organization. For example, in the case of the
Cyprus problem, the role of the actual peace-keeping force ( UNFICYP )
is limited to the observation of the ceasefire. But dispatch of nevx} peace-
enforcement forces is unthinkable. _
Surely there exist criticisms against arbitrary and unilateral activities of
regional organizations like NATO as shown in the case of Kosovo. Also
stronger criticisms exist against economic sanctions or military actions
of the Superpower and others, but, the UN. should not try to charge
itself with everything relevant. It should positively utilize regional
organizations and NGOs, ete.

In the case of the Cyprus problem which encountered deadlock, EU
recently started the negotiation of membership with the Republic of
Cyprus, later accepting Turkey as a candidate to membership. This
means new experiment in the international relations, offering a
possibility of dispelling the confrontation between opponents, making
them participate in an supranational organization.
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Much is expected to come from future developments. This may mean
eventual “Conflict Resolution,” as is shown clearly from the fact that
EU started with the idea of complete resolution of traditional antagonism
between France and Germany and succeeded in it.

This is the liberation of the individual citizen from the tyrannic spell
of State or Nation by new Actors in international society. This is the
phenomenon which shows most clearly the actual age, denominated by
me as “the New Renaissance” modelled after the Renaissance which

liberated humanity from the spell of the Catholic church.
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