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The World View Suggested by Near-Death Experiences and Cases of the Reincarnation Type,

with Special Reference to a Research Goal of Japan's Moonshot Program

RMIESE
OHKADO Masayuki

Moonshot Research and Development Program, an ambitious new program started by the Japanese
government, aims at solving issues facing future society. For this purpose, nine goals, called Moonshot
goals, are set in the area of society, environment, and economics. This article focuses on the ninth goal of
the Moonshot goals, “[r]ealization of a mentally healthy and dynamic society by increasing peace of mind
and vitality by 2050,” and argues that Virtual Reality environments simulating (i) death as reported by
near-death experiencers and those undergoing “death” in their past lives under a hypnotic regression
therapy; (ii) life-between-life states as reported by children with memories of before conception; and (iii)

past lives as reported by children with past-life memories will provide possible solutions.
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of the unconscious mind” 72 & IR T 5,

... Myers believed that a thorough analysis had to be made of the problems of hypnosis and dual
personality, as well as the current parapsychological phenomena, before the question of the
communication with deceased spirits could be properly approached. He began a critical examination
into the entire literature dealing with these topics. The results of this inquiry, in addition to the results
of his own parapsychological research and that of his colleagues, were compiled in an encyclopedic
work that was published posthumously in 1903. Myers was thus not only a parapsychologist, but also

one of the great systematizers of the notion of the unconscious mind (Ellenberger, 1970, p. 314).
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Deeply admired by William James and other leading scholars of that period, this two-volume work
[Myers, 1903] is unquestionably a great but neglected classic of our science. It advances an elaborate
but empirically supported theory of the constitution and functioning of human beings, one that in
many ways is sharply at odds with current mainstream thinking, but one that we believe penetrates
far closer to the empirical truths of the matter. By framing the relevant issues in the context of Myers’s
work, we thought, we would be able to justify and to some extent foreshadow what we anticipate will
become a major and vitally necessary reworking of central parts of scientific psychology (Kelly, 2007,

p. xiii).
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1980, 1984; Sabom, 1982; ), = Z CIZEMARFI & LT, & HUSRITRA X 7 BRSEARBRIFE
T, M DIEFGEE L THA R The Lancet 5512 el £ 4172 Lommel etal. (2001, p. 2042) D7
— X & ENE LV R0T < EEHZ 2 Lommel (2010, p. 68)DT —H #2317 THZ 9,

1 BERAD2EREBFEEDANELILEHEHEDEIE (Lommel et al., 2001)

Life-change inventory questionnaire 2-year follow-up 8-year follow-up
NDE no NDE NDE no NDE
(n=23) (n=15) (n=23) (n=15)
Social attitude
Showing own feelings 42 16 78 58
Acceptance of others 42 16 78 41
More loving, empathetic 52 25 68 50
Understanding others 36 8 73 75
Involvement in family 47 33 78 58
Religious attitude
Understand purpose of life 52 33 57 66
Sense inner meaning of life 52 25 57 25
Interest in spirituality 15 -8 42 41
Attitude to death
Fear of death 47 -16 -63 41
Belief in life after death 36 16 42 16
Others
Interest in meaning of life 52 33 89 66
Understanding oneself 58 8 63 58
Appreciation of ordinary things 78 41 84 50

MANAEZ(LB S (Ring, 1984) O¥FORERERLTZbD, NAEZLBEFOKEBIL TR
= HE (+2) 1, TEeayEEn (1), & k7L (0) ), [0 (1)), TRELED -
2) | DOSEEMETHEZL-ZE D,

xK2 BEEAAD2FRLSERDALEZILEFZOHKIE (Lommel, 2010)

Increase (percent) Increase (percent)
with NDE without NDE

At2 At8 At2 At8

years years years years
Understanding oneself 58 63 8 58
Positive outlook on future 26 57 58 50
Understand purpose of life 52 63 25 50
Showing emotions 42 78 16 58
Wanting to help others 26 73 8 58
Opinion of others -31 21 8 41
Listening to others 47 52 8 75
Accepting others 42 78 16 41
Showing love 52 68 25 50
Compassion for others 47 73 41 50
Empathy with others 36 73 8 75
Involvement in family 47 78 33 58
Interest in meaning of life 52 89 33 66
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Appreciation of money and possessions 47 42 25 25

Importance of nature and environment 47 84 33 58
Importance of higher standard of living 25 -50 0 33
Appreciation of ordinary things 78 84 41 50
Sense of social justice 75 68 16 33
What matters in life 42 57 33 66
Meaning of faith 52 57 33 66
Sense inner meaning of life 52 57 25 25
Religious beliefs 36 47 16 25
Church attendance -15 42 8 25
Interest in spirituality 15 42 -8 41
Interest in death 21 47 8 8

Fear of death 47 -63 -16 41
Fear of dying 26 47 -16 25
Belief in life after death 36 42 16 16
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