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A Study on the Usage of Picture Books or Stories in English Textbooks for
Elementary School Students

Shingo NAKASHIMA

English has been taught as an academic subject in Grade 5 and Grade 6 as “Foreign
Languages” and as “Foreign Language Activities” in Grade 3 and Grade 4 in Japanese
elementary schools since 2020. There are textbooks approved by the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) made by seven publishers.
They are designed to allow Sth-graders and 6th-graders to learn a total of 600 to 700
English words and develop listening, reading and writing skills, as well as abilities to
speak English in conversation and presentation. According to the Courses of Study for
“Foreign Languages”, it is recommended that students use picture books and stories as
language activities in class. Using picture books and stories is also regarded as important
in pre-service teacher education. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the seven English
textbooks and consider the characteristics of each textbook, focusing on how picture
books and stories appear in the textbooks.
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IR M (2020) . [Blue Sky Elementary 5] FEARfE.

BB At (2020) . [Blue Sky Elementary 6J FEARfE.

BEARMe— 1 (2020). [Junior Sunshine 5 BHFAE..

EAME— il (2020). [Junior Sunshine 6J B

/NRAT 1,(2020) . [Here We Go! 5] YA,

SR ih(2020) . THere We Go! 6J SehfEqE.
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https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/gaikokugo/__icsFiles/afieldfile/201
https://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/shingi/chousa/shotou/102/houkoku/attach/13
https://www.mext.go.jp/component/b_menu/shingi/toushin/__icsFiles/afield
https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/kokusai/gaikokugo/1370103.htm
https://www.mext.go.jp/component/a_menu/education/detail/__icsFiles/afie

