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Abstract

In 1907, the Tokyo Academy of Music established the Hogaku Chosa-gakari as a research institute for traditional
Japanese music. Its main activity was recording traditional Japanese music on wax cylinders, and transcribing
it using staff notation. As an investigator with this Hogaku Chosa-gakari, the composer Hirota Ryutaro worked
on transcription and staff notation, especially reexamining and preparing finalized notations. After clarifying the
full scope of Hirota’s notation work with the Hogaku Chosa-gakari, this study focuses on his reexamination and
transcription work and summarizes the list of his transcribed compositions with their details. Hirota was involved
in staff notation of 12 genres of music including Gagaku and completed more than 80 pieces of music. Against the
background of the emphasis on staff notations, this study highlights the political climate toward increasing national
prestige at the Hogaku Chosa-gakari, which sought to modernize traditional Japanese music using the European

classical music staff notation as a universal language.

Keywords: Hirota Ryutaro, Hogaku Chosa-gakari, Traditional Japanese Music, Transcribing of Staff Notation, Final

Transcription
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