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Abstract

Hirota Ryutaro, a well-known composer of children’s songs, published a number of compositions in various
magazines in his time. While the majority of his children’s songs were published in girls’ magazines, his
compositions and a considerable number of theoretical writings can be seen in magazines. In this paper, I discuss
Hirota’s view of music through his writings that ran in women’s magazines prior to the Second World War. Most
of Hirota’s work was published around 1920, from the Taisho period to the early Showa period. This was also the
period that gave birth to the new middle class, primarily in large cities. This new class of people was the primary
readership of the women’s magazines that published many of Hirota’s writings. Consequently, his writings are
thought to have been intended to enlighten these women. Arguments that compared Europe, where family music
was very common, with Japan, where people seemed to have little taste for music, were commonly seen in the
music world at this time. Hirota, who was an archetypical admirer of European high culture of the Taisho period,
did not argue for European classical music as a form of entertainment. He instead considered mastering music as
a form of “education.” His view of music was deeply related to the adoration and inculcation of European classical

music by the new middle class.

Keywords: Hirota Ryutaro, Women’s Magazines, New Middle Class, Family Music, Blending of Japanese

and European Classical Music Styles



