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Research on “Summer Vacation Homework” of
Japanese Elementary Schools in Meiji Era.
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of summer vacation homework and the significance of

summer vacation homework in Japanese elementary schools in the Meiji era by investigating and analyzing “ 54K

% (summer vacation book)” which is the homework of elementary school in the latter half of the Meiji era. “Summer

vacation book” is a booklet that is compiled for the elementary school summer vacation homework seen in the late

Meiji era.

As a result of this research, three facts were clarified. (1) Homework for elementary school summer vacation in

the Meiji era appeared around 1910. (2) The content of the summer vacation homework reflected the content of the

national textbook. (3) The contents of the summer vacation homework encouraged children to learn actively during

the summer vacation. Around 1910, the homework for the summer vacation in Japanese elementary school was

aimed at establishing academic ability through review. “Problems related to academic decline” during the transition

period from the “grade system” to the “class system” existed in the background of the appearance of homework

during the summer vacation.
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