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Abstract

The world-wide spread of the new coronavirus infection, COVID-19, forced us
to conduct most courses online. Among the courses the author taught online was
an introductory freshman course, “Cross-Cultural Communication A.” This
course requires the participants to think, feel, and act in a way different from
how they usually do in their home culture. But how can they achieve this goal by
simply reading slides on a Learning Management System? By drawing on
Meaningful Learning Theory and Self-Determination Theory as well as some
related learning theories, the author had the learners make slides themselves,
demonstrate and teach what they had learned to their family members, write
essays on their cross-cultural experiences after every lesson, and report on video
clips that stimulate their emotional behavior among others. He also tried not to
teach too much to encourage their autonomy, and adapted a unique evaluation
system of which the purpose was to add points for what they had learned, and
refrained from penalizing for what they had not learned. In this way, most
students tried very hard to receive extra points. As a result the course was very
well received. This paper depicts some attempts to make this on-demand distance
learning course as participatory and student-centered as possible. Some

drawbacks and points to improve are described as well.
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