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1 Introduction

A successfullanguageprogram isonethatis

constantlyreflectinguponandreevaluatingitself.

Inthespringsemesterof2018,theDepartmentof

EnglishLanguageandCulturechangedtheway

IntegratedEnglish（IE）AandCwereconducted.

ThiscontinuedinthefallsemesterwithIEBandD.

ThesearepartofthecoreEnglishclassesthat

studentstakein theirfirsttwoyearsin the

program－IEAandBinthefirstyearandCandD

inthesecondyear.

Thisclassshiftedtoacontentandlanguage

integrated learning（CLIL） style focusing on

studentslearning abouttheUnited Statesof

America,theUnitedKingdom,andotherEnglish-

speakingcountries.Thedetailsoftheclasswillbe

discussedlaterinthispaper.

The spring semester of2020 presented the

teachersofIEAandCwithachallengesinceface-

to-face classes were not being conducted.In
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Abstract

WiththesurpriseonsetoftheCOVID-19pandemiccoincidingwiththe

beginningofthe2020schoolyear,many,ifnotmost,universitieswerecompelled

toholdclassesonlineinsteadofinperson.Thisnecessitatedamajorre-working

ofcurriculumtosupportanonlinelearningformat.Thisarticlepresentsinsights

intothechallengesandsuccessesencounteredintransformingaface-to-face

contentandlanguageintegratedlearning（CLIL）Englishandculturecourseinto

amanageableonlineversion.Someofthechallengesincludedmanagingstudent

engagement,executingtestingonadigitalplatform,dealingwithalackof

normallyrealizedstudentcollaboration,andashortageofteacher-studentface-

to-faceinteraction.Althoughitwasadifficultsemesterforbothstudents

andteachers,werecognizedsomepositiveoutcomes.Studentsoftenappeared

morecomfortablepresentingfrom theirownhomes.Furthermore,teacher

collaborationandtasksharingwerehigh,whichenabledthevastmajorityofthe

curriculumtobesuccessfullydelivered.Inadditiontodetailsrelatedtocreating

anonlinecourseonGoogleClassroom,therearealsoinsightsregardingutilizing

partsoftheonlinecourseinastandardface-to-faceclassroomsituation.Given

thecurrentclimateofuncertaintyrelatedtopublichealth,aforward-looking

approachmightbeadvisedtoincludecourseworkconvertedtoanonlineformat

inanattempttofutureproofcurriculumagainstpotentialeventualities.
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addition,theuniversity'sCoursePowerplatform

seemedtobeabitarchaic,butluckilytheoptionof

usingGoogleClassroomemerged,albeitquitelate.

Thispaperwilldescribethecontentsofthetwo

classes and explain how these classes were

conductedinthespringsemesterof2020.

2 Classcontents

Thissectionofthepaperwilllayoutthecontents

ofbothIEAandCandprovidetheframeworkused

forthethreetopicscoveredforeachclass.

Ineachoftheseclasses,studentsarepresented

withthreetopicscontainingtworeadingsoneach

topicforatotalofsixreadings.Table1showsthe

topicsandreadingscoveredineachclass.

Theseclassesmeettwiceaweekforatotalof30

timesduringthesemester.Onecycleusingone

topiciscomprisedofeightclasses.Table2shows

whatonecyclelookslikeandisdescribedinthe

thirdpartofthispaper.

The remaining six classes are used in the

followingways.Thefirstclassofthesemesterisan

introductiontothecourseandareview ofthe

materialfromthepreviouscourse.Ofcourse,forIE

A,thefirstclassfocusesheavilyonexplanations

aboutthecourseandwhatisexpectedofthe

students.Thisincludesan explanation ofour

extensivereadingprogram,howtoregisterforthe

websitesweareusing,andanoverviewoftheclass

asawhole.

Twooftheseclassesareusedforthepostertest.

Studentswhoarenotbeingtestedareexpectedto

bestudyingforthefinalexam,whichhappenson

thefinaldayofclass.Thisleavesuswithtwo

classesremaining.Oneoftheseclassesisan

explanationofthepostertestandtheotherisa

reviewforthefinalexam.

3 Conductingclass

In face-to-face classes,students spend time

collaboratinginclass.Thisisprimarilyrelatedto

vocabulary study and comparing answers to

comprehensionquestions.Atthebeginningofthe

semester,wewereuncertainofthereliabilityof

students’internetconnections,soweoptedforan

approachthatmainlyusedanon-demandtype

system,althoughwedidhavedeadlinessetforthe

assignments.Becauseofthis,studentswereunable

tocollaborateinclass.Whethertheydidthison

theirown,ornot,isunclear.

Mostoftheclasseswereasynchronous,soaplan

foreachclasswaswritten.Studentsweretoread

thatplanintheformofaPDFforeachclass,which
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Table1 Topicsandreadingsforeachclass

Table2 Onecycleofclasses



containedthedirectionsfortheclass.Deadlines

werealsosetforassignments.Forassignments,

studentshadmorethan24hourstocompleteeach

task.Inthecaseoftests,therewasasetstarting

andendingtime.

Thissectionwillgiveadetailedexplanationof

howthematerialwaspresentedtothestudents.

3.1 Extensivereading

Bamford and Ray（1997） describe extensive

readingas“readinglargeamountswiththeaimof

gettinganoverallunderstandingofthematerial.

Readersaremoreconcernedwiththemeaningof

thetextthanthemeaningofindividualwordsor

sentences”（para.3）.Inthepast,studentswould

borrowbooksfromtheschoollibraryorfromthe

gradedreaderlibraryinourMulti-MediaRoom

（MMR）andthentaketestsonMReader,awebsite

housingteststhatchecktoseeifstudentshave

actuallyreadthebook.Ifstudentsarereadingator

belowtheirlevel,theyshouldbeabletoanswerthe

questionseasily.Butwith studentsbeing off

campus,weneededtofindasolution tokeep

studentsengagedinreadingsincetheycouldnot

borrowbooksfromtheuniversity.

Itshouldbenotedthatthisextensivereading

programisamajorpartofourcurriculumandnot

onlyapartofIE,butalsoacomponentofour

English for Academic Purposes（EAP） and

CommunicativeGrammar（CG）classes.ForIE,

first-yearstudentshaveagoalofreadingand

passingthetestsfor50,000words.Inthepast,some

studentswouldwaituntilthedeadlineapproached

andreadwhattheywereassignedjustpriortothe

deadline.

Inanefforttokeepstudentsreadingconstantly,

amidterm goalwasputinplacetoencourage

students to read throughout the semester.

Unfortunately,therewerestillstudentswhowould

notdothisandonlyreadtwotimesduringthe

semester－beforethemidtermandendofsemester

goals.Tosupportthis,EAPimplementedweekly

goalsforstudents.Inthefallsemester,first-year

studentshaveamidtermgoalof37,500words,and

anendofsemestergoalof75,000words.Second-

yearstudentshaveamidtermgoalof50,000words,

andasemestergoalof100,000wordsinboththe

springandfallsemesters.Ifstudentsfailtoreach

themidtermgoal,theirfinalgradeinIEandCGis

loweredby10percent.Iftheydonotmeettheend

ofsemestergoal,theirgradeinIE,CG,andEAPis

loweredby25percent.Thatistosay,ifastudent

finishedthesemesterwithagradeof75%butdid

notmeetthesemestergoalforreading,theirgrade

would be lowered to 50%,and they would

consequentlyfailtheclass.

Tomaintainourextensivereadingprogram,we

changed from using theMReaderplatform to

XReading,aplatform in which studentscould

accessgradedreadersdigitally－both on their

smartphonesandontheircomputers.A special

grantfromChubuUniversitywasusedtopayfor

accesstoXReading.Thesamegoalsusedinthepast

werealsousedforonlinelearning.

3.2 Vocabularystudy

Before students read a passage,they are

instructedtostudyvocabulary.Thevocabulary

chosenforstudentstostudyhasbeenselectedby

theteachers.Studentsuseafreewebsitecalled

Quizletto study thevocabulary.Thiscan be

accessedusinganappontheirsmartphonesoron

theircomputers.Oncestudentsjointheclass,they

areabletostudyallofthevocabularyfrom the

semester.Figure1showsthevocabularylistsfor

IEC.Thestudentsarenotgivendefinitionsin

Japanese.Studentsareencouragedtouseasmuch

Englishaspossibleandnotrelyontranslating

everythingintoJapanese.
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Quizlethasmultiplewaysforstudentstostudy

thevocabularyandtheydovaryslightlybetween

theapp forsmartphones,and through aweb

browseronacomputer.The“learn”activityhas

learnersmatchthedefinitiontothecorrectterm.

�Flashcards”issimplyaflashcardwiththeword

ononesideanditsdefinitionontheother.“Write”

presentsthestudentwiththedefinitionandthey

musttypeinthecorrectword.“Gravity”issimilar

to“write”inthatthedefinitionisonarockfalling

andthelearnermusttypethecorrecttermbefore

therockreachestheground（figure2）.“Match”is

agametoseehowfastthelearnercanmatchthe

termswiththedefinition.Thereisalsoa“test”

functioninwhichstudentscandesigntheirown

testandtestthemselvesoverthevocabulary.

QuizletisnotnewtoIE.Wehaveuseditinthe

past.Generally,studentsareexpectedtostudythe

wordsontheirown,butthereisagamewithin

Quizletcalled“live”inwhichstudentsareputinto

groups and must work together using their

smartphones to match the terms with their

definitions.Thiswasnotafeaturewewereableto

usewithonlinelearningasstudentsneedtobein

closeproximitytooneanother.

3.3 Introductiontoeachreading

Theimportanceofactivatingstudents'schemata

hasbeenwelldocumented（Coady;1979,Carrell,

1984）.InthecaseofIE,onelessonisdedicatedto

gettingthestudentstothinkaboutthetopic.This

isdonewithavideothattheycanwatchonline.

Oftentimes,thevideosarefoundonYouTube,and

sometimestheyareproducedbytheteachers.

3.4 Readingpassages

Mostofthereadingpassagescamefrom the

textbookusedintheclasswiththeexceptionofthe

passageaboutThanksgivingforIEA.Thiswas

writtenbytheteachersanduploadedtoGoogle

Classroom intheform ofaPDF.Beforestudents

readapassage,theymayhavesomepre-reading

questionstheyneedtocomplete.Aftertheyhave

read,therearecomprehension questionstobe

completed.Again,theseweredonethroughGoogle

FormswithinGoogleClassroom.

3.5 Testing

Studentsweretestedoverboththevocabulary

（beforereading）andthereadingpassages（after

reading）.Thesetestsweretimed,butmonitoredby

theteachers.Ifastudenthadsomesortoftechnical

problem,orsimplyforgot,wewouldreopenthetest

forthatstudentandletthemcompletethetest.

One important discovery made before we
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administered the first test was that Google

Classroom doesnotreleaseanassignmentonits

platformattheexacttimeforwhichitisset,sofor

timedtestsitisimportanttomanually“assign”

orreleasethetestsatthecorrecttime.

Tocloseaccesstoatestontime,weusedanadd-

oncalledformLimiter.Thisadd-onwillchange

thesettingontheGoogleForm from“accepting

responses”to“notacceptingresponses”atthe

timeforwhichitisset.Thiswasusuallysetforone

minutepastthetimestudentsweretoldthetest

wasover.Forexample,ifstudentsweretoldthe

testendedat12:00,wewouldsetformLimiterto

closethetestat12:01.FormLimitergenerallytook

about30-40secondsfromthetimewesetittoclose

thetest,sothetestmentionedabovewouldactually

closeat12:01:35.

Thefinalexamwasalsotimedandcoveredallof

thevocabularyandcontentfromthesemester.For

thefirstvocabularytest,wehadstudentstypein

theanswers,andpointsweredeductedforword

formandspellingmistakes.Itseemedthatstudents

hadadifficulttimewiththis.From thesecond

vocabularytest,wechangedittomultiple-choice.

Also,allofthewordsfromthevocabularysetbeing

testedwereincludedinadrop-downmenuwhere

studentscouldselectthecorrectanswer.Onthe

finalexam,thevocabulary questionshadfour

possiblechoicesfromwhichstudentshadtochoose.

Allofthecontentquestionsweremultiplechoice.

3.6 Presentations

Presentationsareamajorpartofthisclass.

Studentsgiveapresentationonthetopicforeach

unit.Theyarerequiredtoresearchtheirtopicand

inputtheirresearchnotesintoaGoogleFormthat

willbecheckedbytheirteachers.Theyusethese

notestohelpthemdecidewhatpicturestoinclude

ontheirposter.PostersweremadeonGoogleSlides

andsubmittedashomework.Studentswerealso

requiredtouploadnotesonwhattheywouldsay

abouteachpictureontheirposter.

Forthefirstpresentation,wesimplyhadthe

studentsrecordavideoofthemselvesgivingtheir

presentationandthenuploadittoanassignment

onGoogleClassroom.ArubricmadewithinGoogle

Classroomwasusedtogradethepresentations.We

wantedtohavestudentsvieweachother'svideos,

butwereabitworriedaboutgivingstudentsaccess

tothefiles.Wediscoveredawaytocreategroups

usingGoogleMeetandsetupalinkforeachgroup.

Groupswerelimitedtothreeorfourstudentseach.

Afterstudentsgavetheirpresentationsingroups,

they hadan assignmenttomakeavideofor

uploadingandgrading.

3.7 Postertests

Attheendofeachsemester,studentshavea

postertest.Theybringallthreepostersthatthey

havemadethroughoutthesemesterandhaveaone-

on-oneinterviewwithateacherofadifferentclass.

Theteachersaskthestudentsquestionsabouttheir

postersand thereasonsthatthey chosethe

pictures.Studentsmustexplain everything in

English.

Fortheonlineclass,itwasdecidedthatitwould

bebestfortheteachersto gradetheirown

students.First,anassignmentwasmadeforthe

students to combine allthree Google Slides

documents（theirposters） into onedocument.

Knowing thatcombining thethreedocuments

wouldbeachallengeforsomestudents,avideowas

madeforthestudentsshowingthemhowtodoit.

Overthecourseoftwodays,theteachersmet

one-on-onewith thestudentson GoogleMeet

throughlinkssetupforeachindividualstudent.

Theteacherswoulddisplaythestudents’ posters

onthescreenandusethecursortopointtothe

picturesandaskquestions.Thisinterview test

lastedaboutfiveminutesforeachstudent.Again,a

rubricmadeinGoogleClassroomwasusedtograde

thestudents.Thisprocessworkedquitewellwith

moststudentsbeingreadyandonlinebeforethe

teacherenteredtheGoogleMeetsession.

4 Conclusion

WhileconductingtheIE classesonlinewasa

challenge,wegenerallyfeltthatthesemesterwasa

success.Ofcourse,thereisalwaysroom for

improvement, and we did encounter some

difficulties.

First,becauseclasseswerenotface-to-face,we

couldnotseethereactionsofstudentstogauge

their understanding. This is important for

languageteacherswhengivinginstructionsinthe

targetlanguagewhileinclass.Theinstructionsfor
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thisclasswereinwrittenform,sostudentswere

abletocontacttheinstructorsviaemailorLINEto

clarifymeaning.Becausetheywerenotinthe

classroom,studentsalsodidnothaveasmuchinput

from listeningtotheteacherspeakinEnglishas

theywouldhaveinaregularteachingsituation.

Second,peerfeedbackanddiscussionvirtually

disappeared.PerhapsaseparateGoogleFormcould

be used to collect peer feedback from the

presentations. Another problem related to

presentationswasthatitwasdifficulttodetermine

ifstudentswereusingtheirnoteswhilepresenting.

Theyweregiveninstructionsnottousenotes,but

fromlisteningtothetoneofvoiceandwatchingthe

students’ eyes,itseemedasifsomewereusing

theirnotesmorethantheyshouldhave.

Third,therewasa major problem exposed

regardingtestingwhenallofthetestsessentially

becameopen-book.Wetriedtoaddressthisby

limitingthelengthofthevocabularyandcontent

teststo15minuteseach.Futureresearchcould

comparethescoresofthetestsfromclassesinboth

face-to-faceandonlinelearning.

Finally,aparticularlytroublesomeproblem we

encounteredwascomputerliteracy.Studentswho

were notfamiliar with using computers had

problems and this continued throughout the

semester.Evenwithvideosshowingthestudents

how to combinetheirthreepostersinto one

document,itwasachallengeforsome.Wereceived

submissionsfrom studentswhohadcombinedall

threepostersontooneslide,ratherthanthree

separateslideswithinonedocument.Itispossible

thatthevideoprovidedforthemwasinsufficientto

bridgethegapintheirtechnicalknowledge,orwas

notviewedatall.

WithaclasslikeIEitisimportantforstudents

tobeabletocollaborateandtalkwithoneanother.

Thiswasnotaccomplishedtothedegreethathas

beenthenorm.Havingliveclasses,meaningnot

using an asynchronous format,and utilizing

GoogleMeetmorewithstudentsingroupswould

helpwithcollaboration.Intheeventthatclasses

duringthesemesterareface-to-face,studentswill

stillneedtopracticesocialdistancing.Thissocial

distancing does not allow for effective

collaboration.Inthiscase,makinguseofGoogle

Meetwouldprovidemoreopportunityforeffective

collaboration.
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要 旨

COVID-19パンデミックの突然の始まりは、2020年度の学年初めと一致したため、多くの大学が対面授業

からオンライン授業への変更を余儀なくされた。このため、オンライン学習形式をサポートするために、カ

リキュラムを大幅に作り直す必要があった。この論文では、対面式の言語統合学習英語（CLIL）クラスを管

理可能なオンラインバージョンに変換する際に直面した課題と、成功への洞察をまとめている。課題の一部

には、学生関与の管理、デジタルプラットフォームでのテストの実行、通常実現される学生間コラボレーショ

ン欠如への対処、教師と学生の直接のやり取りの不足などが含まれる。学生にも教師にも、難しい学期であっ

たが、いくつかの肯定的な良い結果も認めることができた。学生は自分の家からのプレゼンテーションのほ

うがより快適であるように見受けられることも多く、教師とのコラボレーションとタスクの共有が高く、カ

リキュラムの大部分が高いレベルで正常に機能した。また、GoogleClassroomでのオンラインコースの作

成に関連する詳細に加えて、標準の対面授業でオンラインコースの一部を利用することに関する考察も含め

た。公衆衛生における現在の不確実な状況を考慮し、将来を見据えたアプローチの一つとしては、潜在的な

不測の事態に対するカリキュラムの将来性を確保するために、オンライン形式に変換されたコースワークを

含めることが望ましいと考えられる。
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英語教育、オンライン ラーニング、遠隔授業、GoogleClassroom、言語統合学習英語（CLIL）


