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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the development and challenges of free childcare policies in Korea and
to suggest some implications for Japan. First of all, Korea’s low birthrate problem and the solutions were reviewed
and then, the outline of daycare centers and kindergartens that are Korea’s childcare facilities, common curriculum
(Nuri), nursery teachers and kindergarten teachers were treated. For changes of childcare and education policies,
the enactment of the Infant and Child Care Act and the Early Childhood Education Act, 1st ~ 3rd Mid- and Long-
term Childcare Basic Plan were focused on. The free childcare policy consists of financial aid for childcare fees and
home childcare allowance; and in this study, the related the framework, targets and grants were reviewed. The
free childcare policy reduced the burden of child support expense and increased the mother’s employment rate but
it did not seem to affect the increase in birth rate. The issues to be addressed in the free childcare policy are as
follows: degraded child rearing in the family due to increased use of childcare services and deterioration of childcare
services; imbalance between financial aid for childcare fees and home childcare allowance; gap in education due to

increased private education, etc.

Keywords: Free Childcare Policies, Financial aid for childcare fees, Home childcare allowance



