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Statements on Education for Mothers in a Monthly Magazine “Hoiku”
during the Second Sino-Japanese War:
A Series of Articles Titled “Chigo Chigo Gusa”
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Abstract

This study follows the formation of Zen-Nihon Hoitku Renme: (All Japan Federation of Early Childhood
Care and Education) and the launch of its bulletin called “Hoiku" and examines the statements on
education for mothers on a series of articles titled “Chigo Chigo Gusa” in a monthly magazine in 1937.
An overview of the articles is summarized in the following three points. First, in order to differentiate it
from other magazines, “Hoiku" bound up paper-made supplements and booklets intended for family and
provided special columns for mothers. Secondly, by reading the articles and contents meant for teachers
in the magazine, mothers were expected to be aware of early childhood education and be supportive of
kindergarten education. Thirdly, the articles written by Makoto Nishimura prompted mothers to deepen

their understanding of natural science and motivated them to teach science at home.

Keywords: Monthly Magazine “Hoiku,” Zen-Nihon Hoiku Renmei, Makoto Nishimura



