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Native Speaker’s Reaction towards Learner’s Communication Strategies:
The Observation of the First Encounter
Tamie WATANABE

Two first-meeting conversations between Japanese native speakers and Chinese Japanese
learners were analyzed to investigate if Request for Clarification strategies by Japanese learners
is effective. The author picked five cases from the data when Japanese learners used those
strategies ineffectively. The interview sessions with Japanese native speakers were held a few
days after the conversations, to find out what they thought was happening in each of those cases.
These interviews revealed that the Japanese native speakers do not always conclude that
Japanese inadequacy of the learner is the problem. Rather, they thought their ability of
explaining things, or choosing topics are inadequate. The author found only one example of
successfully used Request for Clarification strategies by Japanese learner from these
conversations. From this, we can say that it is important to organize orientation session for
Japanese native speakers to guide through the typical Request for Clarification strategies by
Japanese learners, when you run the program introducing conversation partners to Japanese
learners. Having this kind of orientation would contribute to the smooth conversation between
Japanese native speakers and Japanese learners, and also avoid unnecessary misunderstandings

between them.

Keywords: contact situation, first encounters, request for clarification, conversational analysis,

native speaker’s reaction
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