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Contemporary Problems Concerning the Relationship between Standard
Teaching Materials on Vocal Music and the Music Education Classroom
—From the Perspective of Familiarity with Standard Teaching Materials on Vocal
Music Appearing on the Elementary School Teacher Employment Examination——
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Abstract

The recent Elementary School Teacher Employment Examinations of certain prefectures have included
material from the middle school music curriculum as “general education” questions. Particularly, questions
related to standard teaching materials on vocal music used in the middle school curriculum occasionally arise in
some municipalities across the country’s 47 prefectures (including some designated ordinance cities). In recent
years, however, many examinees (i.e., university students) have been found to be unfamiliar with the songs in the
standard teaching materials (having never heard them before) and are thus unequipped to answer such questions.
This study first investigates the current conditions under which standard middle school teaching materials on
vocal music appear on the Teacher Employment Examination, and then surveys university students on their
degree of familiarity with these songs, in order to highlight the discrepancy between the two. After illustrating
the correlation between the number of class hours spent on music education in middle school and the number of
teaching materials recommended by government curriculum guidelines, this study, along with investigating the
factors that have led to a decline in the use of standard teaching materials on vocal music, urges reconsideration of

the way these materials will be used in the future as well as of other topics in music education.

Keywords: standard teaching materials on vocal music, Teacher Employment Examination, government curriculum

guidelines, class hours



