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The real Voices of British Citizens on the Referendum 2016

Yoshiko UMEKAWA

Britain held the EU referendum on 23 June 2016, and came into the process for leaving the European
Union. [ was in Coventry, UK, from April to August in 2016, as Visiting Fellow, at the School of Law, the
University of Warwick. I often discussed the referendum with many citizens during and after the referendum.

My report is an inquiry into their feelings on it. However, it was not made through collecting random
samples of their voices. This is the report of their real voices on the referendum. I have found their feelings
in their ordinary lives, concerning the referendum, in my communication with my many friends in Coventry.
This inquiry illuminates the actual feelings and opinions of the both sides of the referendum. It is impossible

to find them through public opinion polls. This is the reason why my report is important.

Key words: EU referendum, Brexit, interview survey
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