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Children and Their Exposure to New Words:
Case Study of “Jishobiki” from United Kingdom and Japan
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How do you feel about the Jishobiki?

At the beginning I was skeptical.

This isn’t going to work, they won’t like this but they loved it.

The children were really enthusiastic.

For them they suddenly thought, “We can use a dictionary and it’s interesting.”

When I was a child there was a booklet called Readers Digest. And in there they have “Increase Your Word Power”.
And I used to love looking up words in dictionaries finding new words using them and the children didn’t have that
before.

But this has made them want them to find out new words.

And the competition has really ... they loved the competition. “Can I get more words than my friend?”

“Can I be the first one to a 1000?”

“Can I use the words in my own writing?”

So from a teacher’s point of view it has been fantastic. I wasn’t a believer in the beginner but it’s a genius thing.

It was a good opportunity.

Brilliant. Your higher achiever children will always take something like that and run with it and think it’s brilliant.
Children who struggle with English, I didn’t think they would like it., because I thought they would feel left out.

But because they did it at their pace, they loved it too. And they could do it at their level so everybody joined in
which was brilliant It’s been fantastic.
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I want to know your process of Jishobiki and for March, April, June, July what’s the process.

So normally, after your lesson the children had a week where they kept bringing their dictionary and they were doing it
everywhere. Every time you turned around a child was doing Jishobiki somewhere in school. Outside at playtimes. They
were very motivated. It was a fad then it wanted a little bit so then we said, “Where are we up to? What numbers are we
up to? Where is everybody at?” We looked at having a bit of competition in class. Can you get up to a 500? Can you get
up to a thousand? Every time it dipped, every time they stopped wanting to do it themselves we gave them an incentive
to do it.

It does dip doesn’t it. If you don’t do it every day it dips off. but in my class we do reading in the morning for half
an hour. And one of my groups if they’ve finished their reading book then they can get their dictionaries and what I
was finding was that whenever they’d finished a book and they didn’t want to start a new book yet they would go
and get their dictionaries independently. That would be the automatic “Oh go get my dictionary.”

I have done one or two lessons where we’ve used the dictionary we’ve had challenges. “Can you find a word
quickly?” “Can you find a word you don’t know?” “Can you find a word that begins with these sequence of letters?”
“Can you find a word that has these letters in the word?”

So using that to help them to make sure they really are using it. Not just writing numbers. So maybe once a week
have a lesson that has a dictionary focus. As part of a spelling lesson or grammar and that’s worked really well.
About once a week?

About once a week. Have a specific time but then also there are opportunities for them to use the dictionaries
throughout the week. Encouraging them in literacy lessons to have the dictionary on the desk so they are using it.
And then saying, “If you look the word up in your dictionary you can add a post it note on it because you’ve learnt a
new word” We encourage them that way. It’s worked really well.
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What do you think are the short term benefits of Jishobiki?
For short term, curiosity about language. The sense, for the children, of empowerment. They don’t
need to ask me about words. They can find out by themselves. They know if they get their dictionary
and look up a word they can then say I know that word. Instead of saying “Ms Caffejey, “How do you
spell?” “What does this word mean?” They go straight to the dictionary and use it first before asking
me. Which is brilliant because they are independent. and know that they can learn new words. In English
we use very few of the thousands of words that we have available. I seem to remember that for most
people its 1000 words that we use every day. There are so many more ways that we can speak and more
vocabulary that we can use. It just encourages them to expand what they say. And it’s quite interesting
when you hear them in the playground sometimes. They’ll suddenly come out with a new word. What does that
mean? They race back in to come in to find that word.
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How about the long term benefits?

In the long term, I’'m hoping it will help them to improve their spelling. English spelling is very tricky. Every time
you learn a rule, every word you come across after that doesn’t abide by the rule. At least this way they’re starting
to see the connections between words. Because of the way the dictionary is organized as well you start with a
root word and expand upon the root word. They’re beginning to understand the spelling patterns. I think they’re
making better choices and better guesses when they don’t know how to spell a word. They’re using what they
found out and more to help them. The younger children in the class are definitely seeing more of that because they
were younger when they started. I think year I should see a bigger improvement in their spelling, hopefully. We
just need to keep going with it.

Usually how do you train spelling in this school?

We teach a spelling rule.

Maybe we might teach one spelling rule or two spelling rules in a week. Then we’ve always sent home ten spellings,
ten words to learn. They would learn those words have a test and then forget the spellings. They don’t retain them
so it’s very difficult because parents say “My child can spell. My child gets ten out of ten.”

They don’t use the words. They just learn words. I don’t know about you but when I’'m writing If I come across
a word I think I can’t spell sometimes you change it to a different word because it’s easier than going and getting a
dictionary.

But I think the children are now thinking “I’m not sure about that word I'll look it up.” Hopefully they’ll be more
adventurous in our spelling and our choice of language. Which is good.

® [FEEG &80 BAALN L WEH
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Do you remember C? Tall boy long hair

He has very poor English. Very very poor. Can barely write. And he was looking through the dictionary and
saying, “Oh I know that word I know that word” He then started to count and said, “I know 50 words!” And the next
day he’d come and say “I thought I only knew 50 words, now I know 70 words”

And he hadn’t realized how good his vocabulary actually is because although he can’t necessarily spell them all right,
those words, he knows the words.

And when he reads it he can tell he knows the words.

For me, somebody like C, It’s a huge boost to him to realize how good he is.

He will never match where he needs to be at the end of primary school. He will never make that much progress, but
he’s better than he thinks he is. He’s always thought he’s not good at writing not good at reading. He’s better than
he thinks he is. Some children have that I can’t do it I can’t do it so don’t even try feel.
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And for C that was very much what C was like, but now he has a go and hell have a go at using the dictionary, being
independent. Because before he would rely on my TA, my classroom assistant, to do it for him, to write it down. He
would then copy, but now he’s much better at trying.

I would say he was my lowest ability child and my least able. But then you have children like M who is also year
5 who is very able. Who is writing at a very high level. For him the good thing was realizing the words he didn’t
understand, the words he didn’t know.

Actually he wasn’t worried by that. It was just an opportunity for him to learn those words. So it worked at both
ends which I really didn’t think it would work. Which is why you’re a professor and I’m not.

So you mean for him this Jishobiki was very effective?

Yes for both ends. For the poor ones it’s about improving their confidence and telling them they do know more.

For the higher ability it’s stretching them to say. They want to come in with bigger dictionaries because we have
school dictionaries which have a few words comparatively and so he then wanted to come in with a big student’s
dictionary. And for M that’s fine because actually he can learn very long words. He likes the challenge. So it
worked for both ends, which is great.

He’s very very good episode. I think this approach Jishobiki is very effective in every development stage. C is not
so higher level but he’s very interested in the Jishobiki and expands their ability vocabulary and confidence.

Parents have been surprised as well. Lots of parents come in and say, “Oh what’s this? Another thing we’ve got to
do at home.” You say, “Well your children are interested” and they come back and go, “I can’t believe they sat with
the dictionary for an hour and a half this evening and just gone through a dictionary” because children nowadays
have so many things.

Whereas in the 70’s we had 3 TV channels and that was it. No DVDs and no videos. There wasn’t a lot to do other
than read.

Nowadays they have so many things that they could do. Why would you sit with a dictionary, but they do and they
love it they absolutely love it.

And they love their little bags that Mrs. ] mum made. Very cute

He also studied Spanish

That wouldn’t surprise me.

He applied this method to Spanish. He’s clever.

Brilliant. He makes those connections with other things where he can apply it. He will do it science, everything,
without teacher help really.

He’s clever.

Yes very clever. Exceptional.

He’s year 5 also?

Year 5.

I think he develop his study skills by himself

Yeah. I think that’s the thing for M. He will take that now on now as he moves on towards high school. His parents
are very academic as well. So I think he will be encouraged to keep going with it. Yeah he does make those links
very easily. Wise beyond his years,
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Abstruct

The aim of this study is as follows:
What kind of outcomes and challenges will be obtained if the teacher introduces “Jishobiki”, a method of teaching
Japanese dictionaries to make children understand vocabulary and expand vocabulary?
It is the purpose of this research to clarify through analyzing cases of introduction in British elementary schools.
This study clarified the difference between the teaching view of teachers in the UK (view of teaching materials,
view of children) and the teaching perspective of Japanese teachers.
First of all, it is about teaching Japanese teachers.
(D The guidance of teachers in Japan is bound by the leadership plan of each subject, the leading position in the
class,
(2 Therefore, what you expect from the “dictionary subtraction learning method” is to demonstrate the subjectivity
of the child.
On the other hand, it is about teaching English teachers.
(D The teaching in the class is being developed based on the child’s ability view, then,
(@ The teaching of spelling guidance is considered as the most difficult problem. Especially in English lesson of
Primary school. As a teaching method for overcoming the problem, it was revealed that UK teachers greatly
hope for “Jishobiki”.



