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Abstract

This is a report on how I teach a course entitled English Literature which aims
to guide non-literature majors into the world of Shakespeare. Among the many
plays of Shakespeare, the course deals with Romeo and Juliet and The Tempest.
This paper introduces various class activities in order to help students to
understand Shakespearean plays better without losing their interest and
concentration. The film versions of the two plays are also used in this course. In
treating The Tempest, the comparison between the play and the film is
indispensable to showing the students how to interpret the theme of the play. In
doing so, I urge them to understand that different ways of interpreting the text
exist, including studying it from a social and political point of view. By active
engagement of the reader according to his or her viewpoint, I also point out to the

students how a genuine appreciation of a literary work becomes possible.
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The Tempest, interpreting the theme
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