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Abstract

Many of the advanced level JSL students studying in the Japanese Language
and Culture Program at Chubu University have set lofty goals for themselves
such as entering graduate school at a university in Japan, writing a thesis or
other research papers in Japanese, and/or working for a Japanese-affiliated
firm. Therefore, for them to accomplish these goals, it 1s important to increase
and hone their Japanese writing skills. One way to achieve this is by writing
summaries of various articles. This paper introduces a peer-learning activity for
an advanced Japanese as a Second Language (JSL) reading/writing class for
summary writing. Instead of writing summaries repeatedly in class and the
teacher correcting them individually, students were divided into groups and given
the same article. They were then instructed to write a summary on their own.
After completing their individual summary, they were asked to write a summary
of the same article together with their group. No instruction was given on how
to write the group summary, and the process varied considerably from group to
group. However, by doing this, students in all groups not only actively learned
different writing techniques for summaries from their peers, but also increased
their ability to cooperate with others by sharing ideas. A reflection and
evaluation surveys were conducted after this activity, which showed students
basically rated this peer-learning exercise as a positive experience. Possibilities
for future activities and discussion about some of the problems that were revealed

from the survey are also provided.
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