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A Fundamental Study on the Consecutive Curriculum
from Pre-School to Kindergarten: Education Policies
Based on Standards in U.S.A.
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The purpose of this paper is to clarify the p—12 education policies based on standards in the U.S. The study

points out what influences the policies have on the p-k curriculum development. This paper will be one of the bases

of the study on the consecutive curriculum from kindergarten or day care centers to elementary school in Japan.

First, this study summarize the U.S. education system. It shows that transition problems from kindergartens

or day care centers to elementary schools in Japan represent the transition problems from pre-schools to

kindergartens in the U.S..

Second, this study analyses k—12 education policies based on standards in the U.S., and then, pre-school

education policies based on standards in the U.S.. In the U.S, program standards as well as content standards are

universalizing.

Finally, this study considers the influences of the U.S. education policies on the p-k curriculum development.

Keywords: transition between kindergarten and elementary school, curriculum development, standards, education

policies in the U.S., Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)





