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Abstract

The word “internationality” is often used especially by educational institutions, when they refer to their
educational philosophy or make catchphrases.

The purpose of this study is to know how university students interpret the word “internationality”, and how do
they perceive their own internationality.

According to my research of 436 students, 44.2% answered foreign language ability (especially English) as the
most important factor in internationality. To a much lesser degree, oversea experiences, communication ability, and
behavioral characteristics were indicated also.

Students evaluated their own “internationality” as low. They regarded “internationality” very useful in the
modern world, but they lacked incentive to try hard to gain more internationality themselves.

These results are further explained from a Japanese societal and educational perspective.

[Keywords] communication ability, internationality, language ability, oversea experiences
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