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Joint Attention and Its Development: Part 1
An episodic analysis about the Transition from Dyadic to Triadic Interactions
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- Abstract

The present study examined what factors cause the transition from dyadic to triadic interactions between a
mother and an infant, from six to ten months old. The main approach for this study was episodic analysis.
Development of joint attention observed in play and behavioral chains between the mother and the infant were
especially analyzed.

As a result of analyzing the amount of the infant’s visual behavior and body activity, the infant tended to interact
positively with the mother accordingly by age each month. In contrast, the alerting of the infant by the mother
became gradually less.

As a result of episodic analysis, the transition from dyadic to triadic interactions alerted by the mother was
observed at six months old. After seventh months, the mother tended to respond to the play of the infant.
Additionally, after nine months, the infant started revealing many kinds of social skills which suggest that joint
attention was formed between the mother and the infant.

In conclusion, it has been shown that a mother’s approach to the infant might play an important role in joint

attention and its development.
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