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Abstract

J. S. Bach (1685-1750) spent active years in Weimar as an organist, also composing many pieces of organ music,

and after that he spent 5 years in Koethen, which brought him to one of the greatest turning points in his life as an

artist.

Most of his instrumental works that we enjoy today were written in this Koethen years (1717-1723), which is so-

called “Clavier music years”.
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This work, named “Three Part Sinfonias”, is also one of his outstanding works produced in that period.

Although it was written as a “study (etude)”, this work is highly evaluated by people as a fantastic music going far
beyond a mere study, and used almost everywhere in the world as an essential training material for piano players
today.

Every piece contained in two works “Two Part Inventions” and “Three Part Sinfonias” has different keys, just like
“Well-Tempered Clavier”.

What distinguishes between them is that the former two works consist of 15 pieces each, while “Well-Tempered
Clavier” covers all of the 24 keys.

The keys used in these two works are (C, ¢, D, d, Es E, e, F, f G, g A, a, B, h), placed in order of plainness:
relatively simple or easy keys are used first, and then various musical signs (b, #, etc.) are gradually added as the
pieces advance from No.l to 15.

In general, piano players learn “T'wo Part Invention” first in order to be familiar with polyphony, and then proceed
to “Three Part Sinfonias”.

However, many of them feel confused by increased vocal parts and find it difficult to play each vocal part
simultaneously, as soon as they proceed to “Three Part Sinfonias”.

Int

aa 1
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e score, which makes up monotonous
performance, and as a result, more than sometimes this “Three Part Sinfonias” makes piano learners become unwilling
to play ].S. Bach's works.

In this study I considered about a handhold leading to three-dimensional polyphony music, focusing on
interpretation of “polyphony” itself and “musical scales consisting of polyphony”, and expression methods used in

performing polyphony music, through Bach’s these works.

[Keywords] J. S. Bach, three parts Sinfonias, perfect fourth interval



