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Abstract

This thesis compared and investigated aspects like the roles and authority of specialists in psychological and
educational support services for children and students in the United States, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, as well as the
bodies with which they are affiliated. It introduced the qualifications and roles of school psychologists and school
counselors from four states in the United States. In Hong Kong and Taiwan specialists continue to be fostered and
their roles and authority are being established by using Europe as a model. In Hong Kong educational psychologists
and school guidance teachers have played the role of these specialists, while in Taiwan this has been done by
counseling psychologists. In Japan, the roles of student counselors, guidance counselors, and special support
education coordinators have been determined, but their status, roles, and authority as specialists are still unclear.
Nowadays children targeted for special support education are surfacing. They are characterized by not being able to
follow the teacher’s instructions, act in a group, or cooperate with friends, and they have strong fixations and get into a
panic. So now the roles and authority of specialists who are suited to Japanese schools are required in order to handle

these problems in classroom settings.

[Keywords] Psychological and Educational Service, School Psychologist, School Counselor, School Guidance Teacher,

Counseling Psychologist



