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A Rhetorical Feature of the Structure of English
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produce, our natural wants bring on a mutual
intercourse; so that by means of trade each distant
part is supplied with the growth of every latitude.
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7. But she kept, making mistakes. Miss Sullivan
was watching her: She spelled ‘t-h-i-n-k’ into her
hand, Helen raised her face to her teacher’s.
Suddenly she understood something new, She knew
that thinking was what she was doing, She jumped
for joy.

A new life began for Helen. By and by she
understood what her teacher wanted to say. She
learned that Miss Sullivan loved her. And she
found that she loved her teacher.
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4 . The boy waved the fan to and fro, and drove
away the buzzing flies whenever they had the im-
When

into

pertinence to come near the baby's face.

they had all flown out of the window or
distant parts of the room, he bent over the cradle
and delighted himself with gazing at the sleeping in-
fant, It was, indeed, a very pretty sight. The litile
personage inthe cradle slumbered peacefully, with its

waxen hands under its chin, looking as full of
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blissful quiet as if angels were singing lullabies in its
ear, Indeed, it must have been dreaming about
heaven; for, while Ben stooped over the cradle, tke
little baby smiled.
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Biographical Stories
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% . I can enjoy feeling melancholy, and there is
a good deal of satisfaction about being thoroughly
miserable; but nobody likes a fit of the blues.
Nevertheless, everybody has them; notwithstand-
ing which, nobody can tell why. There is no
accounting for them. You are just as likely to
have one on the day after you have come into a
large fortune, as on the day after you have left
your new silk umbrella in the train. Its effect
upon you is somewhat similar to what would
probably be produced by a combined attack of
toothache, indigestion, and cold in the nose. You
become stupid, restless, and irritable; rude to
strangérs, and dangerous towards your friends,
clumsy, maudlin, and quarrelsome; a nuisaence to
yourself, and everybody about you.
Jerome K. Jerome, Idle Thoughts of an Idle
Fellow
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stupid, restless, irritable
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It was strange and subile, the fact that the child
had
come; and, subily, the body itself had been passed

should not know tkhe body from which she

on to the daughter,
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Going up a mountain track, I fell to thinking.

Approach everything rationally, and you become
harsh. Pole along in the stream of emotions, and
you will be swept away by the current. Give free
rein to your desires, and you become uncomfortably
confined. It is not a very agreeable place to live,
this world of ours,

When the unpleasantness increases, you want to
draw yourself up to some place where life is
easier, It is just at the point when you first realise
that life will be no more agreeable no matter what

heights you may attain, that a poem may be given
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birth, a picture created.

The creation of this world is the work of
neither god nor devil, but of ordinary people around
us; those who live opposite, and those next door,
drifting here and there about their daily business,
You may think this world created by ordinary
people a horrible place in which to live, but where
else is there? Even if there is somewhere else to
go, it can only be a ‘non-human’ realm, and who
knows but that such a world may not be even
more hateful than this?

There is no escape from this world, If, therefore,
you find life hard, there is nothing to be done
but settle yourself as comfortably as you can
during the unpleasant times, although you may
only succeed in this for short periods, and thus
make life’s brief span bearable.

Strip off from the world all those cares and
worries which make it an unpleasant place in
which to live, and picture before you instead a
world of graciousness.
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“Enough? or more blows?” went another and

another blow from us both.

“Enough, no more, thank you,” answered the
humiliated dean in a pitiful tone. I asked the Clown
if he was satisfied, too, and he answered, “Yes,
fully satisfied.”
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A foreign-made penknife had been given me
by one of my relations, and I was showing it
proudly to my comrades, the bright blades reflect-
ing the sunlight, when one of the boys said that
bright as it shone it was a dull knife after all. I
told him that it was skarp and I could cut any-
thing with it. “Well,” said he, “try
finger!” “Look here,” said I, and I ¢ried it on the
thumb of my right hand.

it on your
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2. My son John is what I should term a normal
boy. As a student he does not rise above the aver-
age in his marks. He does not shine at sports. He is
not particularly gified socially. He does not
exhibit a special genius of any sort such as some
children seem to inherit. OQur job is to shape the
boy we have into a confident, useful citizen, capable
of taking a worthwhile place in the world when
he grows up.

Harper's Magazine, December 1928
7. And remember, comrades, your resolution
must never falter. No argument must lead you
astray. Never listen when they tell you that man
and the animal have a common interest, that the
prosperity of the one is the prosperity of the others.
It is all lies, Man serves the interests of no
creature except himself, And among us animals
let there be perfect unity, perfect comradeship in
the struggle. All men are enemies, All animals

are comrades!

George Orwell, Animal Farm
=, An instantaneous and strong impulse moved
him to battle with his desperate fate. He would

pull himself out of the mire; he would make o
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man of himself again: he would conquer the evil
that had taken possession of him.
0. Henry, The Cop and the. Anthem
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7. Heisvery imprudent, a dog is. He never makes
it his business to inquire whether you are in the
right or in the wrong, never bothers as to whether
you are going up or down upon life’s ladder, never
asks whether you are rich or poof, silly, or wise,
sinner or saint. You are his pal. This is enough for
him, and, come luck or misfortune, good repute
stick to
give his life for

or bad, honor or shame, he is going to
you, to comfort you, guard you,
you, if need be—foolish, brainless, soulless dog!
. Jerome K. Jerome, The Idle Thoughts of an
Idle Fellow
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4. Mothers often believe their daughtersto be more
intelligent than everyone else and, at the same time,
sillier than everyone else. A mother who sees her
daughter off to college for the first time believes
firmly, for instance, that her offspring" will not
only be top of her class but will also stick her

head out of the window just as the train reaches
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a tunnel and not even get there.

A mother will believe her daughter the most
brilliant in the medical profession but will never
be convinced that she is capable of treating herself
when she catches cold.

A mother whose daughter has been rearing her
own family for twenty years will not only boast
of her daughter’s capabilities but will believe,
undeterred and undeterrable, that she can’t cook
even an egg.

The Atlantic, January 1954
. The capital act of the new manisan assumption
of responsibility: he does not transfer the blame
for his personal misfortunes to his parents, his
elders, his associates, his circumstance: he refuses
to make his own burden lighter by treating
himself as a victim of processes over which he
could have no control, even when he has innocently
suffered: for he knows that in the moral life
future intentions are more significant than past
causes,

Lewis Mumford, The Conduct of Life
x.. If I were seventeen again, I would stand up
for my convictions. I wouldn’t be a follower of
something I didn’'t believe and knew was wrong.
No matter how popular the idea might be, I would
hold out. I would be myself. I would be guided
by what I thought was right. No one no matter
how much more powerful physically he was than
I, would sway me.

Jesse Stuart, Country Gentleman
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