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Language and National Character

in search of their common origin

Katsutoshi Ito
(Received August 23.1972)
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“Everything naturally depends on the point
of view as determined by interest. Bearing this
in mind, it becomes evident that the presence
or absence of general terms is to a large extent
dependent on the negative and positive character
of the interest in the elements of environment
involved.”

EH-FEXRE [ BXAFORFE] O ORT, HAERE

ik R Re TRl ROFNEL, XWIKL T 3 K
MW, BN, BN B L3Il RBlZ2L, Zndsic
WMIZU TR, BAKIDOZEEIYI2EHE T
B EBRNTV B, ZUTENDRIBUILE 5 IXLFEICE
BB R L IO TH S, HFAKEEETRD O
HoTEHZEE ST, BRIETIHRBHAVLGN
BCELIREAMOEY TH %,

TRAFE—FBCROTR [BE2F] [EsT3E]
[HoTW3E] & XT2ENPHFEETSCE %2
E7DOEBRTHS U4 —7 (Benjamin Lee Whorf)
1% “Science and Linguistics” (8 » % 5 3/ CH/& L,
RESHENENIC I > THRRZ2EL2 B 12tt5 T
WL, DL, EREOPIEANTNS LR TR
D& SITENT B,

“We cut nature up, organize it into concepts,
and ascribe signifacinces aswe do, largelybecause
we are parties to an agreement to organize it
in this way——an agreement that holds throug-
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“One very Iimportant difference between
American conversations (perhaps also “western
conversations”, for the most part)and Japanese
conversations is in the attitude about and
expressions of agreement. Japanese in convers-
ation seem to nearly always be agreeing and,
of course, there are many words and tag endings
in Japanese which serve this purpose. An agre-
eable language, Japanese—the American if not
western model seems to be one of disagree-
ment. We like to disagree; we enjoy being
challenged; we find it iuteresing or even
necessary to play the Devil’s advocate to create
disagreements even if we do not really disagree.”
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“American professors generally enjoy students
who challenge them by disagreeing in class”
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