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Characteristics of Chinese Society:
Social Relationships, Cooperation, and Grouping in Modern
Rural North China Communities
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Characteristics of Chinese Society :
Social Relationships, Cooperation, and Grouping in Modern
Rural North China Communities

Noriko ODA

Chinese society is composed of the bonds that tie one to another as relatives, friends,
neighbors, and so on, which set up social networks. This base structure underlies various
historical phenomena. This study discusses the distinctive features of cooperation and grouping
that form social bonds and characterize traditional societies. The following investigation adopts
a synchronical view, and uses surveys in rural north China communities in 1990s as a source.

In the modern rural north China communities, villagers are often connected intimately
in business partnerships and debts without considering profit and loss. Although they share
collective emotion, their relationships are fragile, and may easily break due to emotional
conflicts. The crop yield of the production team in the commune system also depends on
the leadership of the team head. When the team leader does not earn profits from his own
private economic relationships, and takes a fair attitude toward villagers, they heartily support
him, and the production team can be closely united. The proper leader brings cohesion to the
community; otherwise the community might collapse.

The above shows that cooperative relationships and grouping ties in modern rural north
China communities are fluid and flexible. It indicates similar characteristics of historical
societies. Probably the organic system of communities and regional societies in the traditional
period is not continuative, appearing and disappearing incessantly. It fluctuates, but maintains
itself as an integrative whole. The state that supports such flexible societies must also be a
peculiar and dynamic one.
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