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Abstract

In Germany, the term “Special Needs Education” is called as “Special Educational Support (Sonderpidagogische
Férderung)”.

The purpose of this education system is to facilitate more integrated education by making effective use of Special
Schools’ educational function. As a part of this system, “Special Pedagogical Support Centres (Férderzentren)” are
established in respective Special Schools, which are playing a leading role in facilitating this German-style integration.

This paper reports the present situation of Centres in Hesse to clarify their functions and roles, adopting an
approach composed of the following 3 dimensions: First, I summarized relevant laws and regulations to clarify
definitions about the Centres’ roles and organizational structures. Next, I analyzed the Centres’ present situation in
numerical manners to understand their characteristics and trends, by showing various numerical data such as
transition in the numbers of regional and local Centres, types and characteristics of Centers and facility
founders/operators, and so on. Finally, I summarized the Centres” actual activities and their issues and challenges to

be addressed, by giving specific examples collected from some parts of Hesse.

[Keywords] special support education special needs education special pedagogical support centres

(Forderzentren) German-style integration



