Hh R AR fABR & BRSEARBR DEELM:
~5Hxo9b X EBDFE~

KRFIEs

Similarities Between Life-Between-Life Experiences and Near-Death Experiences
—Story of Butterfly Island—

OHKADO Masayuki

It has been pointed out mostly by researchers working on cases of the reincarnation type (CORT) that life-
between-life memories reported by children often have significant similarities to reports by near-death
experiencers (Matlock & Giesler-Peterson, 2016; Ohkado & Ikegawa, 2014; Rivas et al. 2015; Sharma &
Tucker, 2004). This article reports a case of a female child talking about her life-between-life experiences.
The peculiar characteristic of her story is that the child claimed to have lived in a place she called "Butterfly
Island." According to her, the only inhabitants of the island were fairies (apparently human souls) and
butterflies. Her story reminds us of the near-death experiences of Eben Alexander reported in Proof of
Heaven: A neurosurgeon's Journey into the Afterlife, in which he rode on the wing of a butterfly together
with a woman who later turned out to be his deceased sister and was surrounded by millions of butterflies,
all moving together, as if they were "a river of life and color, moving through the air." Sharing the similar
features with the experiences of Eben Alexander, the child's story appears to be reflecting some deep
characteristic of human consciousness and worth reporting in detail. Another interesting characteristic of
the present-case is that the child claimed that she was able to see her parents from a "well" while she was
on the island. This feature is analyzed from the perspective that children's expressions of the life-between-
life state may be limited at least in two respects: (1) Their vocabulary tends to be too limited to describe
details of the real experiences and (2) in order to describe their experiences, they have to have recourse to

items that are available in their cultures.

Keywords: near-death experience, life-between-life memory, cases of the reincarnation type, butterfly
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