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Ancient Chinese Loanwords in Japanese and their Implications

for Japanese Genealogy
Keigo Noba

This paper argues that there is a fair amount of ancient Chinese loanwords in Japanese,
borrowed presumably during the Yayoi (ca. BC 500~AD 250) period and this has some
implications for Japanese genealogy. Remains of these ancient loanwords can be detected in
so-called kun’yomi (Japanese reading) words, which are generally thought to be of Japanese
origin. In order to search for true genealogy of Japanese, we must sift through Japanese words

and eliminate those Chinese loanwords as much as possible.
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N7 ThHEVSTZEATHD, L TRICHFHAD 7217 v~ FNSIE,
oA D [F7 ] FFEETHDI EEIND, 2O L) 7~ S L BEEOHELIM T 4L
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- R -m>FEE-m

7+ X°F(an: yami< am)

B B2+ L (sen: sime< tjiam)

M J v+ A72 % (nan: mi-nami<nom)

- I AREEE-m>FEE-n

4 % - 2vEa(kin: kane< TA kiom)

e v - Dda(ken: kane< hyam)

J& 72+ 7272(ten: tana< tyom)
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2>« % ¥a(ken: kinu< TA kiuan)
7+ & D(den: tono< dyan)
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7>+ & H(kan: kimo< TA kan)

F1 o+ IxFx(kan: kami< kean)

7+ & F(kun: kimi< giuan)
@1+ Z % % (kon: kom-aru< khuan)

¥ a v+ § F(zyun: sumi< zjuan)

< I AREERE-ng>FNEE-m
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17 - S F(sau: sama< siang)
a7« A (kou : kim-i< kong)
H17 - L H(sau: simo< siang)
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T A - X <(ei: 0-yogu<*hyuang)

Z 7+ @< (ou: yuku< hiuang)

7 7+ < (au: oku< uk)

T A - 2F(ei: kage< yang), cf. 5[TA kiing]
v a v - 7 < % (shou: suguru< sjong)

A - T - I (sel, syau: saga< sieng)
F =2 7« Dh(tyou: tuk-a< TA tiung)

Y« XX (yau: yag-i< jiang)

TUeRE, X% E (yau: yag-i<*jiang)

FARL X A3 Fr(sag-a-mi< siang-ma)

C. oS-t -n,-m>-t,
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P« 9% (sat-u: sur-u< TA tshat)
A+ 5t B (bot-u: umor-u< muat)
7 v« < IZ(kwan: kud-a< kuan)
27+ < A(gen: kur-o< hyuen)
T« & D(sin: sar-u< sjien)
2+ ¥ & (on: ot-0< iom). .

2>+ & B OMken: kir-ahi< hyam)
27« 3Tz (ken: kat-a< TA kan),

X'« T=->(dan: tat-u< duan)
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D. FHEDEME
B2« D3 F(kan: ka-gami< keam)
# >+ 979 ¢e(sin: su-sumu < tzien)
[ 27« /& 5 (gen: ka-gir-u <heon)
fe 7+ 5-3< (zoku: tu-duk-u <TA diuk)

J >« H72 F%(nan: minami<*na-nami< nom)
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e R« AO % (nen: min-oru <njim)

ik < - 2ade % (min: nem-uru<men)

FEIHTE DI

K >« \Wia(ken: inu< TA khuen)

A F 2« WE(kin: ima< kiom)

& = - ¥a(kon: ne< kon)

B =2+ 9 Hie(kon: ur-amu< hon)

& H7 « &.5(gahu: ahu< hap)

R B - H)(seki: aka< thjyak)

B T - 3 < (t: oku< tjiok) cf. [H(tyoku)
P - RF(san: yama<TA sin)

G. REEIRIN(ATE)
<A + % (mai: i-mo< muad)
K I - WE7Z(mi: i-mada< miuat)
¥ AR+ 94 D (botu: u-mor-u< muot)
% B - 9 % L(bi: u-ma-si< miei)
g 234 « 9 ¥(bai: ume< TA muag)
5 N+ 9 F(ba: u-ma<ma)
B T A + P &(tei: o-to< dyei)
Pk T4 - B L <(ei: o-yog-u<*hyuang)

H. s(sh)& t O

Y7 (saku) + 2 < % (tuk-uru< tzak)

B (san) « B A (tiru<san) cf fif[sat]

Vv U (zyau) * “D43(tune< zjiang) * & Z(toko)
2 (sin) + 2 & L(tur-a-si< TA sien)

H O
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L s(sh) & k DA%
Z  U(si) + Ziu(kore< tjio)
T (si) * T (ko< tzio)

F T U(sin) - B L (kara-si< TA sien)
i 2 (sin) * A Fx(kami< djien)
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VT = AGEOE R BT TS, = = FEE lamu [ ), 42 v 2§55 namu () |, lamu
M), MEE. T —7F A58 namu ), ZHHE—REES LOSHSFIZ R Z 2205,
M DEEEEHGECH D &2 LRI —ET 2, /PRI LU, BARGED 1 | (nami)
ITEEED R [lang|iZHRT 2EFEMEHE CTH D, LOHAI A I2H D L 5 ITHREERE
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27



[TA herJ>nasi. i) [TA liog]>nag-aru, [## ] [TAlan]>neru % &\ T\ 5,

(72 & THY ]k (1974:105)1%, 7 7 (0F) 135EEA > KR T i*gelap MR
(RN e RXE 7R golap KGR, ~ L —3E golap THFV, BERE)) lTxhin L., 7 r(EB)i
ZOUREFEE RS, L L, ALRFITHHE L IVEE, bV aFED kara TRV LI
F1EHOBERLRIOTHRIE LD LT TERNEN D, 51T, AT1L(1973:124)
TIIAREBYRR D HAGE & 7 A XGh & DA HIF T, 74 XD kur 1], niskur [2E ]
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F%ﬂJ&F7VJ%mMWM5U’ E, TR 3= v = %58 pinakini, 4 /VF v

& inda, J—7 1 & enda, M35 indaxtin & BHEfT T B, T 2B & L THginda-
#@méh@ Z LTI *pindu>inu EZ(L L= &35, 72, ALA974:112)0% TH
VNama)] & TBR) ZBEAFIT, B2 TV EE amta(n)  [BE ), fifiNGE amtan [0, > o
J—A + T2 FFE amta [BE] LG L TV D, Lo L/MRIZ Z U TR (ken)id
HREREEHFETH Y . EEROMHAIF © X 9 IZ[TA khuon] DREFHD k 23 id% L2 fE R T
H 5, [FAEEIZ ama b Hkam]DFEIHDO k % L7 H D TH D,

(o< & T ATA974:172)02 KA, ~~ (M) [ T*pampa ICE D DIEH & &
v, ZHUTF H e JEE pampay [ARLOWD 500 RO F, ] LI TWD
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DOFHOFHEOFELMEIZE L, HRPEREEFAFE(TA diat) B2 S5 % 2720,
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RGO FNEROEILTH D EZEZDONRHARTHA 9, AL I ENBREKGEIZOWVWTH
Wz 5, m%a%&%#):i%;ﬁﬁﬂ(ﬁﬁ>®m#%#ofwé Fdko X9z
;@%#&;ﬁ% B2 T D & Z OFEIXEERMESGEOHNIT /2D 2720, /INMR(1998)T

L%E®Wﬂm@w@fﬁm¢6®iﬁbwﬂ;%@ﬁ%ﬁ PHEIL LD L
:\>h®wﬁﬁi ICEEOBGEERGEN G EN TV D & T U, BRERIESGEDR E
BELHOLL 2o TL 5,

4. Kbz

OO XA, NEFMIC iﬁiki@ﬁtﬁf%@ A NIFIE IR T H
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